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E. Howard Hunt lives a second-chance life and 
loves it so much that just thinking about it brings tears 
to his eyes. 

"I'd say I’m a man who has lived through a lot and 
is beginning to enjoy his golden years," said the 63- 
year-old Watergate conspirator as he padded content- 
edly about his four-bedroom Miami Shores home this 
week. * * 

Hunt's mellow mood stems in part from a sense of 
vindication: Last week a Miami federal jury awarded 
him $650,000 in libel damages from the Liberty Lobby 
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enjoys 'his golden years 
for linking Hunt's name to the John F. Kennedy assas- 
sination. . ’ .. t . 

According to Hunt, the verdict "unleashed a 
pent-up amount of interest" in him. Radio interviews, a 
lecture contract and inquiries about a movie to be 
based on one of his books have come his way since. 

* The verdict — and the Christmas season — also re- 
leased in Hunt a flood of bittersweet memories and 
hope for a peaceful, more prosperous future "by a lake 
where the bass are biting, or maybe somewhere in the 
Virgin Islands." ., 

Ten years ago. Hunt was at the White House 
watching President Nixon lighting the national Christ- - 
mas tree. Public-relations executive, successful author. 

former CIA officer, consultant to the White House, 
Hunt was at the high point of his life. "My income was 
... quite substantial." he said. “We had a nice place in 
suburban Maryland in the white-fence country." 

A little more than a year later. Hunt had lost his 
first wife in an airplane crash, pleaded guilty to con- 
spiracy in the Watergate break-in and started a prison 
term that brought him near despair. By 1979, he says, 
his income had fallen to $21,000. 

This year Hunt will take a break from his late-night 
writing routine to celebrate the holidays with his Manx 
tabby cat, his 2 ^-year-old son Austin (Hunt's "sweet 
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The Miami Newt - BILL REINKE 
In his study at home, author and ex-spy Howard Hunt enjoys his second chance at life 
prison. “It was a very traumatic ex- 
perience,” he said. “I didn't get 
country-club treatment. (Prison) 
was very depressing to me, because 
I never really identified myself with 
the ... criminal elements I was in 
prison with. I wasn’t a rapist, 
wasn’t a murderer, wasn’t a bur- 
glar, wasn’t a hold-up man, wasn't 
a wife-beater or child-molester.'* 

• 
• • f • 

While some Watergate conspira- 
tors got light sentences, Hunt said 
his own suffering in prison was so 
great that he feared he’d die. A 

r_ 

book he wrote surreptitiously in 
prison didn’t sell: “The (publishers') 
thesis was that Watergate guys 
more, or less deserve what was 
coming to them ... but Mr. Liddy 
and I had a rather prolonged and 
very difficult and barbaric prison 
experience. I don’t think publishers 
wanted to hear about it." 

In his books, and in discussion of 
news events. Hunt minces no words 
About his views of politics and Intel-1 

ligence activities. 
In a climactic passage In Hunt’s 

recently published book, “The Gaza 

Intercept," the president of the 
United States delivers an ultimatum 
to the Soviet ambassador: Stay out 
of the Middle East, or face war with 
the United States. 

“That’s the way It ought to be 
done," Hunt said. “We don’t want 
to hear anything from the Soviets 
about it, and we’re behind the state 
of Isracj and will guarantee it. And 
the Soviets can take up their quar- 
rels with us." ' 

Hunt's book recounts the exploits 
c*f a Mossad (Israeli Intelligence) 
super-spy tapped to prevent Arab 

terrorists from exploding a nucleaijl 
device over Tel Aviv. 

Hunt also has plenty to say about! 
current events: 

^ Khadafy hit squads: "I don't •' 
see why there’s so much skeptidsni 
on the part of the press." 

^ Reagan: “The first presideqt* 
in memory who in domestic policy 
announced things as they are — 
hard times.’’ 

^ Europe: “If they don’t want to 
defend themselves, then hell, it’s 
time (for the United States) to get 
out. We don’t need them.” 

v
0 Soviet Union: “If they think 

you’re going to shoot them in the 
belly, they’ll back down, but you < 

cannot deal with them in terms of a . 
cup of tea and a frosted cookie ... 
To them moral persuasion is noth- 
ing. We cannot approach the out- 
side world, the real world, in terms 
of our own morality." 

In intelligence activities. Hunt 
said, the Soviet Union sets the lim- 
its, and, Hunt said. “I can’t think of 
any (limits). After all, the CIA is the 
front-line arm of the United States 
in security terms. Where the na-- 
tional security rests on the acquisi- * 
tion of information or elimination 
of adversaries, I don't think any 
sensible line can be drawn. This is a; 
very cruel world we’re dealing 
with." 

In his personal life, Hunt said he 
is “a prayerful man” who lives “ac- 
cording to Judeo-Christian tenets." 

“I think that’s one thing that di- 
rected me away from any personal 
bitterness or spirit of vengeance ... 
I feel there's a residual amount of 
bitterness I probably never will be 
able to shake," Hunt said. “But as 
for personal vengeance, no, I 
haven’t any of that." 
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